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The First Missionary Sending Church
Acts 13:1-3

Acts 13:1-3
Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, 
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, 
Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While 
they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, 
“Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 
have called them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying they laid their 
hands on them and sent them off.
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The Antioch Church Sent Out Missionaries With 
Huge Kingdom Impact

• The church was deeply aligned with God’s will
• Teaching, worshiping, praying, fasting, listening for 

God’s Spirit to lead (verses 1-3)
• When the Spirit called, they answered!
• The Gospel spread in Cyprus and Turkey (chapter 13)

Sending…

Sending Missionaries Obeys God and Fulfills His 
Will for the Nations

• Cross-cultural missionaries are needed when there 
aren’t enough witnesses within a culture

• There are 7,282 Unreached People Groups (UPGS) 
• That’s 3.43 BILLION people!!!
• God’s heart is for these people (verse 47) but 

Christians must GO (Romans 10:13-15)
• We all have a role – Learning, Praying, Sending, 

Going, Welcoming, Mobilizing 
• What’s YOUR role???

Sending…

Antioch Shows Us How to Become a Stronger 
Missionary Sending Church

• We must be praying and fasting
• We must be teaching and equipping to make disciples
• We must be sending out missionaries in the power of 

the Holy Spirit

Sending…
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